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ECDC releases publications on COVID-19
vaccination strategies and joint ECDC-
WHO report on considerations for
respiratory diseases as guidance for the
second half of the year

News story

18 Jul 2022

Following the joint statement from the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) on 11 July 2022, ECDC
has released Preliminary public health considerations for COVID-19 vaccination
strategies in the second half of 2022. ECDC, in collaboration with the World Health
Organization (WHO) Regional Office for Europe, has also published Operational
considerations for respiratory virus surveillance in Europe.
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Since 26 June 2022, the notification rates of COVID-19 cases in the European Union and European
Economic Area (EU/EEA) remain high and have been increasing for the past 5 weeks. The rates
among people aged 65 years and over increased in 23 of the 27 reporting countries. Though these
increases are still relatively recent, they signal the start of a widespread wave driven by the BA.4 and
BA.5 variants of concern (VOCs). Preliminary public health considerations for COVID-19 vaccination
strategies in the second half of 2022 builds upon and complements the joint statement
(https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ema-ecdc-statement-fourth-covid-vaccine-dose) and
guidance (https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/public-health-considerations-and-
evidence-support-decisions-implementation-second) published earlier this year, on public health
considerations and evidence on the implementation of a second mRNA COVID-19 vaccine booster
dose.

Currently, there is no evidence of increased severity of disease caused by BA.4 and BA.5 compared
to the BA.1 and BA.2 VOCs, but increasing transmission among older age groups is starting to result
in severe disease. As of 10 July 2022, 12 countries reported an increasing trend in either hospital or
ICU admissions/occupancy compared with the previous week. Though the death rates in the EU/EEA
have remained stable for the last five weeks, epidemiological modelling conducted by ECDC
indicates that both case notification rates and death rates will increase.

Also, at this stage of the pandemic, the objective of COVID-19 vaccination campaigns should be to
reduce COVID-19 hospitalisation, severe disease and death, and to protect healthcare systems.
People over the age of 60 years and with underlying comorbidities remain at the greatest risk of
severe disease. Mathematical modelling suggests clear benefits of an early second booster roll-out
for protecting people over the age of 60 years. Therefore, an early second booster roll-out should be
considered not only for the population aged 80 years and above but also for adults between the ages
of 60 and 79 years and individuals with underlying conditions regardless of age to prevent severe
disease and safeguard health system capacity. This would be particularly relevant and impactful in
countries where the BA.4/5 wave is starting or has not yet peaked. Vaccination campaigns should
also encourage eligible people to complete their primary series of vaccinations and first booster dose
if they have not already done so.

Stella Kyriakides, Commissioner for Health and Food Safety:

ECDC Director Andrea Ammon said:

“Infections are again on the rise across the EU, and with this increase we are also
seeing an increase in severe cases, hospital admissions, ICU occupancy and mortality.
We need to act now to address this and step up action to increase protection also in
anticipation of further Autumn and Winter waves. Vaccination remains our strongest
protection against hospitalisation, severe disease and death. I once again reiterate my
call on everyone who has not yet had all recommended doses to take them urgently,
including first boosters for all, and second boosters for those 60 years or older as well as
those who are vulnerable. Today we put forward updated recommendations for both
vaccination and stepping up integrated surveillance of respiratory diseases. This is
crucial for the continuous monitoring of COVID-19 as well as for any future pandemics.”





“I am aware that a significant effort from public health authorities and society at large will
be required to address these challenges. But now, at the beginning of a new wave, is the
time to make a concerted effort to put every piece into place. There is an urgent need to
establish robust, integrated surveillance systems that are sustainable and resilient
should a new pandemic arrive, and the availability of several safe and effective vaccines
means every single COVID-19 infection prevented now is a potential life saved.”





https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ema-ecdc-statement-fourth-covid-vaccine-dose
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The continuous monitoring of vaccines and their effectiveness is essential to rapidly detect signals of
waning protection and the deployment of additional booster doses among population groups most at
risk should be based on the local epidemiological situation.

At this stage of the pandemic, many countries are reconsidering their approach to COVID
surveillance. With the Operational considerations for respiratory virus surveillance in Europe ECDC
aims to provide the countries with concrete operational guidance for the transition to a sustainable
integrated surveillance of respiratory viruses. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a lasting impact on
existing systems designed for influenza. These systems and those established for SARS-CoV-2
during the COVID-19 pandemic, are not yet fully suitable for integrated respiratory virus surveillance.
Countries should plan for a potential upscaling of testing for influenza viruses and SARS-CoV-2 if
required in response to the emergence of a new SARS-CoV-2 variant of concern or influenza variant.

The public health considerations published today are based on the currently available scientific
evidence and current epidemiological trends and will be periodically reassessed.

Read the reports
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