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WASHINGTON, United States — P�zer and BioNTech have begun enrollment for a clinical trial to test the safety and
immune response of their Omicron-speci�c COVID-19 vaccine in adults aged up to 55, the companies said in a
statement Tuesday.

P�zer’s CEO Albert Bourla previously said at a conference that the pharmaceutical giant could be ready to �le for
regulatory approval of the shot by March.

The company’s head of vaccine research Kathrin Jansen said in a statement that while current data showed that
boosters against the original COVID strain continued to protect against severe outcomes with Omicron, the company
was acting out of caution.

“We recognize the need to be prepared in the event this protection wanes over time and to potentially help address
Omicron and new variants in the future,” she said.

Ugur Sahin, CEO of the German biotech company BioNTech, added that the protection of the original vaccine against
mild and moderate COVID appeared to wane more rapidly against Omicron.
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“This study is part of our science-based approach to develop a variant-based vaccine that achieves a similar level of
protection against Omicron as it did with earlier variants but longer duration of protection.”

P�zer, BioNTech begin Omicron vaccine trial
CEO Albert Bourla previously said pharmaceutical giant could be ready to file for regulatory approval of tweaked
dose by March

By AFP

Today, 2:41 pm

A medical assistant prepares a syringe with the P�zer-BioNTech vaccine for children at a vaccination center set up at a car dealership in Iserlohn, western Germany, on January 5,
2022. (Ina Fassbender/AFP)
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FILE – P�zer CEO Albert Bourla speaks during a ceremony in Thessaloniki, Greece, on Oct. 12, 2021. On Friday, Nov. 19, 2021, The Associated Press reported on stories
circulating online incorrectly claiming that Myriam Bourla, the wife of Albert Bourla, had died from complications of the P�zer COVID-19 vaccine. In fact, she had no such
complications, and she was alive and well. (AP Photo/Giannis Papanikos, File)

The trial will involve 1,420 people aged 18-55.

A spokesperson for P�zer told AFP that it did not include people older than 55 because the goal of the study was to
examine the immune response of participants dosed, rather than estimate vaccine ef�cacy.

The volunteers are split into three groups.

The �rst involves people who previously received two doses of the current P�zer-BioNTech vaccine 90-180 days prior
to enrollment, and will receive one or two doses of the Omicron vaccine.

The second will be people who got three doses of the current vaccine 90-180 days prior to the study and will receive
either another dose of the original shot or an Omicron-speci�c vaccine.

The third and �nal group are people who have never previously received a COVID vaccine, and will receive three
doses of the Omicron-speci�c vaccine.

The P�zer-BioNTech vaccine was the �rst COVID shot to be authorized in the West, in December 2020.

Because it is based on messenger RNA technology, it is relatively easy to update to re�ect the genetic code of new
variants.

Several countries have begun to emerge from their latest waves driven by Omicron, the most transmissible strain to
date, even though global new cases are still rising.

The coronavirus has killed some 5.6 million people since the outbreak emerged in China in December 2019.
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